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20 May 1947

MEMORANDUK FOR THE ASSTISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Subject: Monltering of news services by FBIB

1. In tompliance with your suggestion, ICAPS has consideved
the advimebllity of FBIB continuing to menitor AP news services
and make confidential distribution to member intelligence agencies
despite AP's disapproval.

2. ‘This monltorimg service intersepts a private Morse code
broadcast from AP statlons located abroad intended for the reception
of subseribers to the AP local service. Informetion recesived from
the 0IG General Ceunsel reveals & Federal Commurications Commission
decision that such lmbercepticons are in vieclation of international
agreements, but thers appears io be no precedent to determine
whether a government activity is included in this restrictien, It
is understoed that most governments of first alass powers do engage
in similar monitoring services, and furthermore there is a provision
whereby s gevdrnment is smpowered to stop such press services if
they are prejudieial te government interests, It therefore would
appear extremely unlikely that the centinuance of this memitoring
service would result in lawsuits. However, it is cuite possible
that 1t might cause unfavorable oriticiem whieh OIG can 11l afferd
at this time i1f dissemination i» made of the product.

3. Acocordingly, it is recommended that the Assistant Director
for Operations be lustrusted to restriet the distribution of this
monitoring aervice to iaternal CIG requirements, and that ICAPS be
authorized to initlate the canvessing of member agencles to determine
the abllity and willingness of menber sgencies to subsoridbe to the
AP local aervice.
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